ABSTRACT

WA-II-143 Late 19th Century
Grossnickle Farm

Hagerstown Vicinity

private

This farm provides an example of a late 19th
century eclectic two story brick house using a com-
bination of numerous decorative elements. Presumably
it was built by a prosperous farm family. The barn
appears much older than the house. A stone undated
structure, it is similar to many pre 1850 barns in the
area. A root cellar, very visible from the road's edge
is an example of a type of structure for food storage.

Since most are no longer used, root cellars are becoming
rare.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm complex is located on the north side of Beaver Creek Road, west of White Hall or
Dunkard Church. Road, southeast of Hagerstown in Washington County, Maryland. The buildings
are situated on a slight ridge above the road and face south.

The house is a turn of the century period brick structure resting on low fieldstone foundations
It is a two story, three bay house with numerous extensions and projections. Bricks forming
the walls are laid in all stretcher ahd common bond. Centered in the front elevation is a
cross gable or wall dormer of brick with scroll cut woad trim in its peak. The bays at each
end of the front wall are semi-octagonal projecting structures topped with elaborate ornamental
iron work. Each surface of the projecting bays has a window. Windows and doors have segmen-
tally arched tops formed by a double course of angle cut header bricks. All windows have
large single pane double hung sashes except for a six over six window in the cross gable.

Most retain shutters with pairs of movable louvers.

The main entrance is located in the center bay of the front elevation. It is framed simil iy
to the windows and includes a three part transom divided by mullion$ and side lights. Eacu of
these elements is glazed by a single pane of glass. Secondary entrances are located in the
side and rear walls. A one story porch with a low hipped roof extends across most of the
front elevation. It is supported by delicate columns following an ionic motif and has a frieze
trimmed with machine made foliage swags. A matching smaller entrance porch is located at the
east end wall.

The roof is covered with modern asphalt shingles and extends beyond the gable walls. Brick .
chimneys with several courses of corbeling at their tops are located inside the end walls.

According to the present owner, the house was built between 1895 and 1900 and replaced a log
house which stood somewhere in the present yard. Southeast of the house is a root cellar
with a stepped gable stone facade.

West of the house is a large stone end bank barn with an added forebay.

The buildings appear to be in excellent condition and stand on a tract containing 83.24 acres.
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